
Part 4: Options
Part Four: Options of the IB Diploma English A Literature course is the only part of the 
IB English curriculum that gives the teacher complete freedom of choice--there are no 
prescribed lists of literature that the teacher needs to choose from, nor are there certain 
texts that need to be included.  I have included fiction, poetry, nonfiction and film as 
components in my Part 4 design, and these texts are united by the essential thematic 
focus, “Blurring the lines: Autobiographical impulses and fictional realities.”  This part of 
the course is intended to be more “extensive,” rather than “intensive,” where we spend 
more time comparing texts, exploring genres, and studying them as wholes, instead of 
focusing on an exhaustive detailed study of specific works. 

Part Four is designed to encourage independent and creative responses, and can 
include the development of visual literacy, which is an essential skill for the new IB 
program design.  The IB assessment for Part Four is the Individual Oral Presentation 
(IOP), which is by far the most creative and open-ended of IB English Assessments.    

Individual Oral Presentation (IOP)
• 15% of your IB Diploma English A Literature Score

• 10-15 minutes in length

• Students choose text(s) from Part 4 and decide upon the presentation format

• Students should consult with teacher to ensure appropriateness and no overlap 
with other students

• Takes place in class

• Prepared outside of class hours

• Internally assessed by teacher

• Only one attempt, like an exam

• Knowledge & Understanding, Presentation and Language are weighted equally

• Student is only assessed on the presentation itself

• If a dramatic or creative form is chosen, sufficient time of presentation should be 
spent on a rationale to allow assessment of knowledge and understanding of 
texts

• Material is organized into a coherent structure
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Analytical or Creative?

The IOP is essentially categorized as either analytical or creative, although this is a 
spectrum of choices, and not a choice of one or the other.  Students should choose the 
presentation format that they are most comfortable with, and the format that they feel 
will have the most success conveying their ideas to the class.  

Multimedia Technology

By no means is PowerPoint or Keynote required for strictly analytical presentations; 
some of the presentations that I have assessed the highest have used minimal 
multimedia components, or none at all.  

Key Points to Remember

• Choose a topic that you are genuinely interested in

• Meet with your English teacher beforehand to get your topic approved and to 
discuss your ideas

• Plan ahead and reserve time for practice and revision

• Prepare carefully and thoroughly 

• Consult the IOP rubric in order to make sure that your presentation focuses on 
aspects on which you will be assessed
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Internal assessment

Individual oral presentation

Note: The individual oral presentation is internally assessed and IB moderation takes place through 
the individual oral commentary. Recordings are not sent to the IB. Details are provided each year in 
the Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme.

Weighting: 15%
Duration: 10–15 minutes
The individual oral presentation is based on a work or works studied in part 4 of the syllabus. Each student 
chooses a topic for this exercise in consultation with the teacher.

Choice of topic
Students should choose topics that reflect their personal interests. Topics may be based on any aspect(s) of 
the work(s) studied, including:

• the cultural setting of the work(s) and related issues

• thematic focus

• characterization

• techniques and style

• the author’s attitude to particular elements of the works (for example, character(s), subject matter)

• the interpretation of particular elements from different perspectives.

Focus of the individual oral presentation
The focus of each oral presentation will depend on the nature and scope of the topic chosen. Whatever the 
topic and type of presentation chosen, students will be expected to show:

• knowledge and understanding of the works

• thorough appreciation of the aspect discussed

• good use of strategies to engage an audience

• delivery of the presentation in a manner that is appropriate to the task.

Structure of the individual oral presentation
The structure of each oral presentation depends largely on the type of activity selected for the topic. 

It is the responsibility of the student to select the type of presentation that most effectively enables the 
objectives of the topic to be realized. Whatever the activity chosen, all presentations must have a coherent 
structure.

Preparation for the individual oral presentation
It is expected that students will prepare for their presentation outside class hours. When students have 
chosen the topic for their presentation it will be their responsibility to:

• select appropriate material for the presentation

• organize the material into a coherent structure

• choose a means of presentation and delivery that is suited to the activity and topic.
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Internal assessment

Suggested activities
The following list applies to all the options studied in part 4 of the course and contains examples of the wide 
range of activities that are acceptable for the individual oral presentation. This list is neither exhaustive nor 
prescriptive. The examples are only suggestions and may be added to by teachers, or by students with the 
approval of teachers. Students should select the activity most appropriate to the topic chosen. 

The individual presentation may be done in a pair or as part of a small group of students. In that case, each 
student must give an individual presentation 10–15 minutes in length that can be individually assessed by 
the teacher.

• A critique of the student’s own writing that has been produced in the style of one of the literary genres 
studied

• An explanation of a particular aspect of an author’s work

• The examination of a particular interpretation of a work

• The setting of a particular writer’s work against another body of material, for example, details on social 
background or political views

• A commentary on the use of a particular image, idea or symbol in one text or in a writer’s work

• A performance or a pastiche of a poem being studied—this activity should be followed by some 
explanation and discussion of what the student attempted to do

• A comparison of two passages, two characters or two works

• A commentary on a passage from a work studied in class, which has been prepared at home 

• An account of the student’s developing response to a work

• The presentation of two opposing readings of a work

• A monologue or dialogue by a character at an important point in the work

• Reminiscences by a character from a point in later life

• An author’s reaction to a particular interpretation of elements of his or her work in a given context 
(for example, a critical defence of the work against a charge of subversion, or immorality, before a 
censorship board)

Please note that students who choose creative presentations should provide a rationale for what they have 
done.

Conduct of the presentation and subsequent discussion
Teachers must allow students to do their presentation without any interruption or assistance.

When the presentation is completed teachers may engage in a discussion with students in order to probe 
further into their knowledge and understanding of the work(s) or topic. Teachers should be satisfied that 
students have justified their selection of:

• the material used in the presentation

• the activity chosen to convey the topic

• the suitability of the style of presentation.

The whole class may participate in the subsequent discussion. The student is, however, only assessed on the 
presentation (which includes the rationale where appropriate).


